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AT  A   VILLAGE   PUMP   IN   NORTHERN   FRANCE.
South of tho keep was tho Northamptonshire Regiment, and tho Germans succeeded in reaching their trenches, but they wore it time* diatoly countor-attackod and all assailants wore killed. Tho British casualties throughout tho day wore inconsiderable,, hut 200 of tho one-my's dead lay along tho British lino. On thin day also tho French, on tho south of tho Bothuno road wore attacked, and this assault likewise was repulsed.
Had tho Germans been successful in thin attempt to break through near Bothuno their prospects would at once havo assumed a much .more roseate complexion. They would havo opened for themselves another roail to Calais a road along which they might easily havo walked in tho previous autumn when only a handful of British soldiers hold Bothuno, but thon the mind of tho (Herman Command was obsessed by Ypron and tho conquest of tho hint remaining corner of Belgiuui, and tho opportunity was missod. Tho rolling up of tho British lino at Bo"thuno would havo had other substantial and more immediate advantages. Tho countryside itself was well worth possession, for it comprised a district of extraordinary agricultural richness, in sharp contrast with the lean and marshy country round La Bassoe. And it was tho headquarters and ad van cod base of tho British Army, where wore wtationed tho troops not immediately required in tho fighting line. Such an exclusively British centre had Bothuno and the neighbouring towns and villages become that oven tho civil administration of them 1^-d virtually passed into tho hands of tho British Army authorities.
A successful Gorman thrust here would, therefore, have had serious and demoralizing results upon their opponents. Tho failure to capture this coveted terrain must havo given tho Kaiser some bitter thoughts to contrast with his birthday congratulations.
On Monday, February 1, a fine piece of work was carried out  by tho 4th Brigade in tho neighbourhood   of   (Juinchy.    At   about   2.IJO on that morning some of tho 2nd ColdHtream Guards had been driven from their tronehoa, but  had  made  a stand  some   twenty  yards away,   and   they   held   their   positions   until daylight.     At    JJ,lf>    a    counter-attack    was launched by a company of tho Irish Guards and  half a company of tho 2nd ColdHtroamw, but  was  unsuccessful.    Thon,  at   10  o'clock, tho lost ground was subjected to a ten minutes heavy bombardment by tho Britinh Artillery, and it wan immediately followed by a bayonet assault, conducted by some eighty men of tho Ooldstroams  and   Irish   Guards,   followed  by a party of engineers with sandbags and wire. This   little   force   brilliantly   retook   all   the ground  that  had   been   lost/,   in  addition  to capturing   a   Gorman   trench,   two   machine guriH, and thirty-two prisoners.    3n viow of the discussion which began about thin timo con-corning the necessity for a big supply of high oxplonivo shells,  it is interesting to note,  in connexion  with   this   brilliant   little  episode, that tho General Oflicor commanding the 1st Division   described   the   artillery  preparation of our counter-attack as " splendid, the high exploftivo nholls dropping in the exact spot with absolute precision."